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Paul Bunyan Communications Board of Directors conducted
its monthly meeting on September 12, 2022. Also attending
were CEO and General Manager Gary Johnson, CFO Dave
Schultz and Administrative Assistant Kalsie Vanasse.

Financial reports, delinquent accounts, member lists,
and other service reports were reviewed and approved.

The CEO updated the board on our voice, video, and
data services. He provided customer counts, year-over-
year trends and highlights related to our various lines of
service.

IT & Development Manager Steve Howard and Data
Services Representative Tier Ill Aaron Huls provided the
quarterly Board cybersecurity update.

CFO Dave Schultz provided an overview of the mid-year
financials.

The management team provided an update on the
status of the Alternative Connect America Cost Model
(ACAM 1) 10-year funding short and long-term priorities
and strategies plan.

The CEO gave his monthly report. He reviewed meet-
ings he attended and upcoming meetings. He discussed
upcoming presentations and panels he will be partici-
pating on. He provided an update on broadband grant
opportunities. He discussed potential future telemedi-
cine and telehealth initiatives.

Paul Bunyan Communications Board of Directors conducted
its monthly meeting on October 3, 2022. Also attending were
CEO and General Manager Gary Johnson, CFO Dave Schultz
and Administrative Assistant Kalsie Vanasse.

Financial reports, delinquent accounts, member lists,
and other service reports were reviewed and approved.

The 2022 NTCA Fall Conference was reviewed.

The CEO provided an overview of our penetration rates
both in our CLEC and ILEC areas over the last 14 months.

CFO Dave Schultz reviewed the near and long-term
plans and projections for capital credits and patronage
payouts.

The CEO gave his monthly report. He reviewed meet-
ings he attended and upcoming meetings. He discussed
upcoming presentations including the annual Calix
Connexions Conference. He provided an update on the
anticipated second round of the state broadband grant
program. He gave an update on the 2023 NTCA health
insurance rate increases. He discussed the PBC all

staff in-service day planned for October 10, 2022 at the
Grand Rapids PBC office.

Network Operations Manger Rob St Clair and Purchas-
ing Agent Jon Dancker reviewed the 2023 new vehicle
bids.

The 2023 Strategic Planning Session will be held at the
Bemidji Office January 19-20.

The 2023 NTCA Rural Telecom Industry Meeting was
discussed. Attendees and voting delegates were ap-
pointed.

The CEO reviewed the current plans for our new re-
gional technology expo. The Expo will be added to the
GigaZone Gaming Championship event. The event is
planned for April 2023.
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MEMBER
spotlight

metal supply and manufacturing including laser
cutting, precision forming, bending, and robotic
welding to clients across the United States. With
the addition of a new, state-of-the-art facility,
high-speed broadband is vital for Bemidji Steel.

BEMID)I STEEL COMPANY

Bemidji Steel started in the 1980s as a metal ser-
vice center for the homeowner, farmer, and local
industry. Since then, they’ve evolved to also offer

BEMID])]I STEEL COMPANY

Alex Grasdalen,
Bemidji Steel Company COO states:

“The equipment we have in our facility is state of
the art, it’s the best that you can get in the world,
and it’s supported out of countries in Europe and
in Japan. So we always are perpetually using
broadband to its fullest potential whether that’s
troubleshooting equipment from an engineer
located in Italy to our facility here in Bemidji, or
we’re working with a customer’s engineering de-
partment in Germany or Switzerland for example.
It's always very, very essential to our business.”

“Broadband availability was an essential role in
the selection of this site. When we were looking
at sites, we wanted to have a site with very stable
power and exceptional internet. We wanted to
continue to be a customer of Paul Bunyan Com-
munications and take full advantage of the high-
speed internet they provided.”

> Youlube WATCH AT: youtube.com/watch?v=LjeHH5hTJq|

‘I think if other businesses are looking at locating
in the Bemidji area or anywhere that Paul Bunyan
serves, it's really essential, because you have to
look at your business, not today, but also think

about it in the future. You're only going to become

more reliant on internet services and having a
strong provider that has good services today and
is always making upgrades and continued invest-

ment in those services is going to be a key role in

you being a viable business in the future.”
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MSUM HONORS

GARY JOHNSON

WITH DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNI AWARD

Alumni were honored for significant contributions
to their professions and communities by the Min-
nesota State University Moorhead Foundation
during the 2022 Homecoming festivities. Among
those honored with the 2022 Distinguished
Alumni Award was PBC CEO/General Manager
Gary Johnson '88.

Johnson serves as CEO and General Manager at

Paul Bunyan Communications. The state’s largest

broadband cooperative strives to bring internet
access to rural Minnesota, opening opportuni-
ties for economic development and services. He
studied computer science at MSUM.

“The technology we're offering is changing peo-
ples’ lives,” he says. “Going forward, there’s so

much potential.”

Congratulations Gary!

MINNESOTA STATE UNIVERSITY

MOORHEAD.

quy Johnson and
MSUM President Anne Blackhurst
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