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TELE U WHAT
2019 Capital
Credit Refund
You share in our success
PAUL BUNYAN COMMUNICATIONS
RETURNS OVER $2.8 MILLION
As a coopera ve, membership in Paul Bunyan Communica ons includes the opportunity to share in the ﬁnancial
success of the company. When proﬁts are earned they are
allocated to the members based on their propor onal share
of the allocable revenues. These alloca ons may then be
returned to the individual members through capital credit
re rements.
•

For current members who have accrued less than $75
as part of this year’s capital credit re rement, the
amount earned has been added as a credit to your
account on your August bill.

•

Those who have accrued $75 or more in alloca ons being distributed in 2019 will receive a check in the mail.

“The state of our coopera ve is very strong with over
27,600 members throughout our 5,500 square mile service territory. We have been very busy building one of the
largest all-ﬁber op c rural Gigabit networks in the country,
the GigaZone, which is revolu onizing the way members
live, work, and play. It is rewarding to see all those eﬀorts
con nue to pay oﬀ and return these proﬁts to our membership” said Gary Johnson, Paul Bunyan Communica ons CEO/
General Manager.
For over 65 years we have been providing the latest in
technology at cost. There is no membership fee to join Paul
Bunyan Communica ons and there are no annual membership dues. All you need to do is subscribe to either one
line of local phone or Broadband Internet service and you
become a member. You get the latest in technology backed
up by our talented team of over 130 local employees that
all live and work here.

If you were a member of the coopera ve in 2002 and/or 2018 and accrued more than $10 in total
capital credit alloca ons, but do not receive the credit on your account or a check by September 22,
please contact us at (218) 444-1234 or (218) 999-1234.
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BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

MAY
Paul Bunyan Communica ons Board of Directors conducted its monthly mee ng on May 6, 2019.
Also present were CEO and General Manager Gary Johnson,
CFO Dave Schultz and Administra ve
Assistant Kalsie Vanasse.
•

Financial reports, delinquent accounts, member lists,
and other service reports were reviewed and approved.

•

The CEO updated the Board on our voice, video, and
data services. He provided customer counts and
highlights related to our various lines of business and
services. He announced PBC recently earned Apple
Premium Service Provider status for the second consecu ve year.

•

The CFO reviewed capital credit history and related
ﬁnancials. A mo on was made, seconded and carried to
approve 2019 capital credit payout as presented.

•

The CEO gave his monthly report. He reviewed meetings he a ended and upcoming mee ngs. He gave an
update of the Bemidji oﬃce 2nd ﬂoor remodel and the
Grand Rapids building project.

JUNE
Paul Bunyan Communica ons Board of Directors conducted its monthly mee ng on June 3, 2019. Also present were
CEO and General Manager Gary Johnson, CFO Dave Schultz
and Administra ve Assistant Kalsie Vanasse.
•

Financial reports, delinquent accounts, member lists,
and other service reports were reviewed and approved.

•

The CEO updated the Board on our voice, video, and
data services. He provided customer counts and
highlights related to our various lines of business and
services.

•

The CFO reviewed Bid Pack One of the Grand Rapids
Building project. A er review of bids and discussion a
mo on was made, seconded and carried to approve
Bid Pack One as presented and to commence with the
ini al work.

•

The recently held Annual Mee ng and Coopera ve
Celebra on was discussed. Next year’s Annual Mee ng
was scheduled for May 20, 2020.

•

The CFO reviewed the recent FCC ACAM II oﬀer. A er
discussion a mo on was made, seconded and carried
to approve a Board Resolu on authorizing the CEO to
execute and submit a le er of acceptance of the ACAM
II oﬀer.

•

As prescribed by our bylaws, the annual Board Elec on
of Oﬃcers took place. A mo on was made, seconded
and carried nomina ng Randy Frisk as President, Jim
Su on Vice President, Bruce Campbell Secretary and
Tim Hins Treasurer. The Board thanked Director Peterson for her 21 years of dedicated service and leadership
as President of the Board.

•

Board Commi ee Members were assigned to the Revolving Loan Fund, Audit and Policy Commi ees.

•

The NTCA Fall Conference September 22-25 in Denver,
CO was discussed.

•

The CEO gave his monthly report. He reviewed meetings he a ended and upcoming mee ngs. He discussed
recent lot sales in Technology Park.

KATHY PETERSON CONCLUDES 21
YEARS OF SERVICE AS BOARD PRESIDENT
PAUL BUNYAN COMMUNICATIONS
ANNOUNCES NEW BOARD OFFICERS
At the monthly mee ng in June, the
Paul Bunyan Communica ons Board
of Directors elected oﬃcers for
2019-2020. Long me Board President Kathy Peterson has decided to
end her tenure and Randy Frisk was
named President with Jim Su on
being named Board Vice-President.
Bruce Campbell remains Board Secretary and Tim Hins remains Board
Treasurer.
So much has been accomplished in
the over 20 years Kathy has been our
Board President it is hard to put into words. Our coopera ve has
grown signiﬁcantly in membership, employees, and services we
currently oﬀer. When Kathy ﬁrst started on the Board, Paul Bunyan
Net was just formed to oﬀer dial up Internet service, cellular service
was transi oning from bag phones to ﬂip phones, and there was
no such thing as Paul Bunyan Television, high speed Internet, or the
GigaZone. It was under Kathy’s leadership Paul Bunyan Communicaons developed into one of the most progressive communica ons
coopera ves in the United States.
“Kathy is so humble I know she won’t take any credit for all of the
accomplishments our coopera ve has had over the past 20 years
but as our Board President she played a pivotal role in all of our
growth and subsequent success. She and fellow board members
had the foresight to diversify our service oﬀerings and start to build
one of the largest rural all-ﬁber op c networks in the country nearly
a decade before other service providers. Kathy’s sincere dedica on
to our coopera ve and membership has been incredible and she’s
not done. While stepping down as Board President, she remains on
our Board of Directors represen ng District 3,” said Gary Johnson,
Paul Bunyan Communica ons CEO/General Manager.

We thank Kathy for her incredible
dedica on to our coopera ve serving
over 20 years as our Board President!
Kathy remains on the Board representing the members of District 3, which
she was ﬁrst elected to in 1995.

BELTRAMI COUNTY #1 IN MINNESOTA
FOR ACCESS TO GIGABIT INTERNET SPEEDS
Minnesota’s Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) Oﬃce of Broadband recently released new broadband
availability maps and Beltrami County is rated number one in wireline access to Internet speeds of up to a Gigabit per second.
98.78% of Beltrami County now has access to those gigabit
speeds.

2019 BROADBAND AVAILABILITY
IN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

The map can be found online at h ps://mn.gov/deed/assets/
county-gigabit-map_tcm1045-297681.pdf and gives the perspec ve by county of where the most advanced Broadband
networks exist providing the percentage of households served
by wireline broadband service with at least 1 Gigabit speeds.
In contrast to Beltrami County, currently only 24.58% of the
state has access to Gigabit Internet speeds. There are nine
coun es where no Gigabit access exists at all.
“From the perspec ve of county government, we constantly
have our eyes on se ng ourselves up to be the best community in which to live, raise a family, to recreate, to be educated, and to work. Every single one of those values is posi vely
impacted by the availability of broadband. Even be er, for
those of us that try to ﬁgure out how to cover the cost of so
many public services, is the fact that county government did
not have to make the investment. Paul Bunyan Communicaons deserves a wealth of gra tude for their forward thinking
investments that put Beltrami County on the map as the #1
county in the en re state when it comes to broadband coverage! Thank you Paul Bunyan!” said Kay Mack, Beltrami County
Administrator.
“The investments Paul Bunyan Communica ons has made
in robust communica ons capacity are founda onal and will
serve this region for decades to come. Successful economic development and growth in the areas Paul Bunyan serves won’t face
the bo leneck of not enough service that so many rural areas face
every day. It has been an honor to play a role in helping to reach
this fantas c milestone through the Border to Border Broadband
Grant Program. Congratula ons!” added Danna MacKenzie, Execuve Director Oﬃce of Broadband, State of Minnesota Department
of Employment and Economic Development.

According to DEED, the maps use data collected from broadband
service providers, reviewed by a third party, and veriﬁed if quesons are raised. Data is collected annually and the maps and data
online are current as of April 2019.

Alice Martell of Cass
Lake Wins CMT Music
Awards Sweepstakes
Alice Martell of Cass Lake has won the Grand Prize of the CMT Music Awards Sweepstakes from Viacom Networks. Alice is a member of Paul Bunyan Communica ons, an
aﬃliate of Viacom Networks that par cipated in the sweepstakes.
As the Grand Prize winner, Alice and guest received roundtrip airfare to Nashville, TN;
three days/two nights hotel accommoda ons; two ckets to the 2019 CMT Music
Awards, and round-trip ground transporta on to/from airport and hotel, to/from
hotel and CMT Music Awards.

Congratula ons Alice!

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON NEW CUSTOMER SERVICE
AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER IN GRAND RAPIDS
Construc on on this new facility in Grand Rapids at 510
SE 21st Street begins this summer with it opening in the
late spring of 2020.
“It’s our hope that our new customer service and technology center will be a great addi on to the Grand Rapids
community and reinforce our coopera ve’s commitment
to the city and region. It will also posi on us to be er
serve this important and expanding part of our service
area well into the future. I’m very excited that our employees, growing membership base and poten al new
customers will soon beneﬁt from this great new facility,”
said Gary Johnson, Paul Bunyan Communica ons CEO &
General Manager.
Expansion began on its all-ﬁber op c network to the
Cohasset and Grand Rapids areas in 2004. Since then, we
have con nued to aggressively expand to rural areas of
Itasca and St. Louis coun es providing state of the art,
gigabit Internet and other communica on services to
areas lacking these cri cal services. Paul Bunyan Communica ons is now the largest broadband coopera ve in the
state of Minnesota.
“I’m really excited that Paul Bunyan Communica ons is inves ng in a new customer service and technology center
here. The coopera ve provides ﬁrst class communica on
services to the region and with their commitment to local
customer service also provides many good paying jobs in
the technology ﬁeld. I can’t wait to see their opera ons
move to this beau ful new facility next year,” said Rick
Blake, Grand Rapids City Councilor

Rapids. They are an important partner in our community.
Economic development is currently one of the priori es
of the County Board. Expansion of high speed internet is
vital to that growth and improved customer service will
certainly add beneﬁt,” said Davin Tinquist, Itasca County
Board Chair.
“Paul Bunyan has played an integral part in ‘connec ng’
much of Itasca County through their broadband expansions,” said Tamara Lowney, President of Itasca Economic
Development Corpora on (IEDC). “We value their partnership with IEDC and their con nued investment into
our area, both through their expansion and their community minded investments. Their leadership in providing
broadband to our rural communi es is cri cal to a racting and retaining our workforce and families.”
The ﬁrst Paul Bunyan Communica ons oﬃce in Grand
Rapids was in leased space in the Central Square Mall
from 2005-2008. To meet growing customer demand,
their current larger leased retail space was opened in
2008 on Pokegama Ave South which will remain open
un l the coopera ve-owned facility construc on is complete.
The construc on manager of the project is Kraus-Anderson (KA), one of the na on’s premier commercial general
contractors and construc on managers. Paul Bunyan
Communica ons and KA have put a priority on hiring
local contractors who are members of the coopera ve for
the project whenever feasible.

“We are excited that Paul Bunyan has commi ed to
expanding their oﬃce and service delivery in Grand
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR

2019 PAUL BUNYAN COMMUNICATIONS
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS!
Paul Bunyan Communications reinforces the importance of education by donating more than $20,000 in scholarships
to area high schools and post secondary institutions. We would like to congratulate all students who were awarded
scholarships during the 2019 school year!

HIGH SCHOOL

Nicole Stoltenberg
GRAND RAPIDS

Cody Rieger
BEMIDJI

Samanth Hildebrandt
NORTHOME

Sara Artley
WALKER

Christopher Rooney
GRAND RAPIDS

Gabbi Takkunen
BEMIDJI

Jake Waldo
NORTHOME

Shanelle Head
KELLIHER

Kadee
Gina Auren
Stavish
LITTLEFORK
INT’L FALLS

Daniel Durantes
KELLIHER

Abby Eystad
PARK RAPIDS

Patrick Meyer & Madilyn Shandorf
BIGFORK

Aiyanna Tibbetts
CASS LAKE

Keenan Swinson
RED LAKE

Angel Powers
RED LAKE

Amber Hughs
CASS LAKE

Sara Simpson
PARK RAPIDS

Christian Monroe & Jenna Shadley
DEER RIVER

Zachary Stute
LAPORTE

Kristen Theisen
BLACKDUCK

Kadee Stavish
LITTLEFORK

Carter Largergren
LITTLEFORK

Camdyn Fineday
CASS LAKE

POST SECONDARY

Averie Tix
BSU

Alyssa Mess
BSU

Jacob Pohl
BSU

Lexie Tabbert
BSU

Dominick Muggli
NWTC

Justin Cornell
BSU

Daniel McFarland
OAK HILLS

Abby Lauderbaugh
BSU

Sarah Christiansen
BSU

Morgan Cornell
BSU

Wesley Jourdain
RED LAKE COLLEGE
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Emily Ward: LEECH LAKE TRIBAL COLLEGE • Savanna Bakke: ITASCA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
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1831 Anne St. NW
Bemidji, MN 56601

After Hours Repair
(800) 475.8309
BEMIDJI
1831 Anne St. NW
Bemidji, MN 56601
Phone (218) 444.1234
Toll Free (888) 586.3100
Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Apple Cer ﬁed Repair
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
GRAND RAPIDS
Grand Square
1220 S. Pokegama Ave.
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
Phone (218) 999.1234
Toll Free (888) 586.3100
Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kathy Peterson, District 3
Inger-Wirt, Squaw Lake, Deer River,
Dora Lake, Kelliher, Northome,
Blackduck, Ash River, Big Falls
President Randy Frisk, District 5
Becida, Bemidji, Laporte, Itasca State
Park, Lake George, Park Rapids

Let us handle your wireless home or
business network and get the most out of
our ﬁber-optic broadband internet service

Treasurer Tim Hins, District 9
Cass Lake , Puposky, Turtle River
Secretary Bruce Campbell, District 7
Bemidji, Solway
Glenda Mar n, District 6
Ponemah, Red Lake
Vice President Jim Su on, District 8
City of Bemidji
Mark Ma eson, District 4
Cohasset, Grand Rapids, Coleraine,
Warba, Marble, Nashwauk

HOME
INTEGRATED

WI-FI

5/MO

$

FREE FOR FIRST
6 MONTHS

Home Integrated Wi-Fi is free for the first six months and regular price of $5.00 after that. Service availability depends on location.
Some restrictions may apply. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

