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PBC Named Certified Gig-Capable Provider by
NTCA - The Rural Broadband Association

every day in serving some of our country’s most rural
and remote communities,” said NTCA Chief Executive
Officer Shirley Bloomfield. “By building a gigabit-capable
network, Paul Bunyan Communications has not only
overcome these challenges, but also shattered con-
ventional benchmarks for broadband speed to enable
cutting-edge technologies that drive innovation
and promote economic development in their
communities, region and nationwide.”

Paul Bunyan Communications was recently recognized
by NTCA-The Rural Broadband Association, the pre-
mier association representing nearly 900 independent,
community-based telecommunications companies that
are leading innovation in rural and small-town America,
as a Certified Gig-Capable Provider for delivering gigabit
broadband speeds and enabling technological
innovation in the Lake George and Park
Rapids communities.

To achieve certification, telecom-
munications companies must show
that gigabit technology is currently

commercially available within 95%
of one or more exchanges within
its serving territory and that such
service can be provided without
new trenching or stringing new aerial
facilities. This statement must be con-
firmed by a letter from an engineering
firm or other independent source involved
in the company’s network planning, deploy-
ment or operation.

As a Certified Gig-Capable Provider,
Paul Bunyan Communications

joins a national campaign to build
awareness and industry recogni-
tion of community-based telecom
providers that have built com-
munications networks capable of
delivering Internet speeds of up to
1 gigabit per second, which is 100
times faster than those currently avail-
able in many U.S. households.
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“I applaud Paul Bunyan Communications for its com-

mitment to delivering the Internet’s fastest speeds—an
accomplishment worthy of much praise considering the
unique and challenging circumstances small, communi-
ty-based telecommunications providers operate under

More information about the NTCA Gig-Capable Provider
certification program is available at www.ntca.org/gig-
certified.
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Northern Safety and Security Sold to Per Mar Security

On October 1, Northern Safety and Security was sold to Per Mar Security. Per Mar Security was founded in Dav-
enport, lowa in 1953 and brings over 60 years of security industry experience to northern Minnesota. Per Mar will
continue operations at the Bemidji office in the Beltrami Electric building under the Per Mar name. All NSS staff
were given the opportunity to continue employment with the new company, which many have elected to do.

Paul Bunyan Communications was one of eight owners of Northern Safety and Security since its inception.

© 2015 Paul Bunyan Communications

Published by Paul Bunyan Rural
Telephone Cooperative
An Equal Opportunity Employer

email: info@paulbunyan.net
online: paulbunyan.net

After Hours Repair
(800) 475.8309

BEMID]JI

1831 Anne St. NW

Bemidji, MN 56601

Phone (218) 444.1234

Toll Free (888) 586.3100

Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Paul Bunyan Net

Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

NOTE: No walk-in customers after 6:00
pm, phone support only

GRAND RAPIDS

Grand Square

1220 S. Pokegama Ave.

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Phone (218) 999.1234

Toll Free (888) 586.3100

Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Kathy Peterson, District 3
Inger-Wirt, Squaw Lake

Vice President Jim Tarbell, District 4
Cohasset, Deer River, Grand Rapids

Secretary Gary Eklund, District 1
Blackduck, Kelliher, Northome, Big Falls

Treasurer Tim Hins, District 9
Cass Lake , Puposky, Turtle River

Randy Frisk, District 5
Becida, Bemidji, Laporte, Itasca State
Park, Lake George, Park Rapids

Glenda Martin, District 6
Ponemah, Red Lake

Bruce Campbell, District 7
Bemidji, Solway

Jim Sutton, District 8
City of Bemidji
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PLAY THE
PAUL BUNYAN COMMUNICATIONS
PICK-IT BOWL CHALLENGE!

Pick the winning teams of this year's college
bowl games and you could win a credit on your
Paul Bunyan Communications account

“AH\EIN'L VISIT PAULBUNYAN.NET TO GET STARTED
¢ | Games start December 19th

|

2nd Place Prize
$250 Credit

1st Place Prize
$500 Credit

No purchase neccessary. Void where prohibited. Prizes not redeemable for cash. Some restrictions may apply.
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TELE U WHAT

Wishing you and your family a
holiday season filled with love,

laughter, and good cheer from aﬂ%ﬁ ‘
us at Paul Bunyan Communications.

y

Holiday Open House
Friday, December 11
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Bemidji & Grand Rapids

Please join us for hot cider, cookies,
collector ornament, 2016 calendars,
and the new MN Gold Phone Book



SERPTEMBER

Paul Bunyan Communications Board of Directors conducted
its monthly meeting on September 9, 2015. Also present
were CEO and General Manager Gary Johnson, CFO Dave
Schultz and Administrative Assistant Elaine Iverson.

. The Manager updated the board on our CLEC projects.
New member sign-ups in the rural Park Rapids and
Trout Lake areas were discussed. GigaZone activations
were reviewed and 2015 construction for new activa-
tions was discussed. Other remaining construction for
the year was discussed. Access lines for the ILEC were
reviewed.

. Digital video was discussed. PBTV Lite options were
discussed.

3 The Manager updated the Board on data services.

. A motion was made, seconded and carried to adopt
a corporate banking resolution for a depository and
to designate authorized check signers. A revision to
management policy for authorized check signers was
also reviewed.

3 The President requested feedback and suggestions for
director education topics.

. The CEO provided an update on our two partnerships
of Independent Emergency Services and Broadband
Visions.

. The Manager gave his monthly report. He announced
PBC will be awarded the Smart Rural Community Award
from NTCA. He provided employee updates.

. The July 2015 financial report was reviewed.

OCTOBER

Paul Bunyan Communications Board of Directors conducted
its monthly meeting on October 12, 2015. Also present were
CEO and General Manager Gary Johnson , CFO Dave Schultz

and Administrative Assistant Elaine Iverson

. The Manager updated the board on our CLEC projects.
New member sign-ups in the Park Rapids and Trout
Lake areas were discussed. GigaZone activations were
reviewed. Remaining construction for this fall was
reviewed. Access lines for the ILEC were reviewed.

. Digital video was discussed. PBTV Lite options were
discussed. Usage for On Demand and Pay Per View
services was reviewed.

. The Manager updated the Board on data services.

. Cooperative Development General Manager Vicky
Swanson provided an update on the history and current
and future projects of this successful partnership com-
pany with Beltrami Electric.

. A motion was made, seconded and carried to continue a
financial donation to the Itasca Economic Development
Corporation for an additional three-year term.

. A motion was made, seconded and carried to accept
an Agreement for Services from Olsen Thielen for their
accounting services for the annual audit.

. Directors were designated to attend the NTCA Rural
Telecom Industry Meeting and Expo. Kathy Peterson
was designated voting delegate and Glenda Martin
alternate.

. A motion was made, seconded and carried to approve
a broadband construction fund check to reimburse
general funds.

. The Manager gave his monthly report. He provided an
employee update and reviewed current areas of focus.

. The August 2015 financial report was reviewed.

oS I the Community
La Voce Ballo Donation

District 8 Director Jim Sutton presents a donation check to Emily
Paine, representing La Voce Ballo show choir of Bemidji High School.

PBC Named 2015 Smart
Rural Communities
Showcase Award Winner

NTCA - The Rural Broadband Association, the premier
national association representing nearly 900 indepen-
dent, community-based telecommunications companies,
is pleased to announce that Paul Bunyan Communica-
tions has been named a winner of the NTCA Smart Rural
Community Award.

From left to right: Mike Meinel, Director of Sales & Marketing of Solarus (Wisconsin
Rapids, Wis), Gary Johnson, Paul Bunyan Communications CEO/GM, and Shirley
Bloomfield, NTCA CEO. Picture courtesy of NTCA The Rural Broadband Association.

The goal of the NTCA Smart Rural Community initia-
tive is to foster the development of smart communities
throughout rural America and Canada by encouraging
innovative implementation of broadband solutions and

The funds will help pay for costumes, travel expenses, and props used
throughout the season.

Holiday Office Hours

access to next-generation applications for distance learn-
ing, telehealth services, public safety and security. Smart
Rural Community provides educational programming,
matching grant resources and an award program to rec-
ognize top-performing communities. NTCA recognized
Paul Bunyan Communications as a rural service provider
that embodies Smart Rural Community principles.

“We are very proud that NTCA has recognized our efforts
with the Smart Rural Community Showcase Award. Our
cooperative strives to provide our members and region
the very best in communication services that allows

for innovation implementation. Our GigaZone initiative
to build one of the largest rural Gigabit fiber networks

in the United States and our partnership with Greater

Bemidji on the technology-rich Mayflower smart building
project are just two examples of this. Keeping our com-
munities connected to the very latest in technology is
vital to the future of the region,” said Gary Johnson, Paul
Bunyan Communications CEQ/General Manager.

NTCA Smart Rural Community award recipients were
recognized at a gathering of more than 1,500 rural tele-
com leaders in Boston. In addition to receiving national
and local recognition for their extraordinary efforts, Paul
Bunyan Communications will join recipients of prior year
awards to formulate best practices and assist other rural
communities in the implementation of innovative broad-
band-enabled solutions to drive economic and commu-
nity strength in rural areas throughout the nation.
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11 HD Networks Added to PBTV

0 ey
EOX\HD JDYWTIME HD
INCLUDES:
SHOWTIME
SHOWTIME 2
SHOWTIME EXTREME
SHOWTIME SHOWCASE
SHOWTIME BEYOND
THE MOVIE CHANNEL

< mshbcHD nickdr: mio

The networks added in high definition include TV Land, Nick Jr., Fox Business News, MSNBC,
six Showtime networks, and a brand new network geared towards gamers, GINX-TV.

The home of video gaming on TV, GINX is the only international channel dedicated to video gaming 24/7. GINX covers a
variety of experiences of play ranging from smartphone apps, retro gaming, popular culture and eSports. Keeping in touch
with its dynamic, tech-hungry audience and ideally suited to complement entertainment or sports offerings, GINX TV has
its finger on the pulse of the gaming world. For more information, visit www.ginx.tv

MSNBC HD, TV Land HD, and GINX-TV are available to all PBTV HD subscribers. Nick Jr HD and Fox Business News HD are
available to all PBTV HD subscribers who also subscribe to PBTV Extra. PBTV Extra can be added to PBTV service for $9.99
per month. The six Showtime HD networks are available to PBTV HD subscribers that also subscribe to Showtime. Show-
time can be added to Paul Bunyan Television service for $15.95 per month.

GIGA

Park Rapids

Our network expansion is complete in two more re-
gions of rural Park Rapids bringing access to internet
and digital TV services to over 400 more locations.
One region is north and west of Two Inlets which in-
cludes the Boot Lake area. The other region is to the
east of the City of Park Rapids and includes an area
from the east side of Long Lake to Big Stony Lake.

Further network expansion construction continues
and services are expected to become available over
the winter to even more locations currently without
broadband in an area east of Park Rapids that in-
cludes the following lakes: Sunday, Little Stony, 4th
Crow Wing, Island, 3rd Crow Wing, 2nd Crow Wing,
Palmer, and most of 1st Crow Wing.

The cooperative started expansion of its all fiber
optic network into rural Park Rapids in 2012 and Paul
Bunyan Communications now offers all of its services
to over 3,100 locations in the region which includes
Gigabit Broadband Internet, Paul Bunyan Television,
and voice services.

“Access to broadband Internet services enhances life
in so many different ways. It opens up e-commerce
opportunities, educational, cultural, and recreational
resources. It is especially important in rural areas
where it can help overcome distance and financial
barriers,” said Gary Johnson, CEO/GM of Paul Bunyan
Communications, “We’ve seen the difference it can
make first hand throughout our service territory and
we are proud to bring broadband access to hundreds
more in the Park Rapids area.”

EXPANSION UPDATES

Grand Rapids

Over 3,000 locations in the northern Grand Rapids
area have been upgraded and are now in the Giga-
Zone. In September over 2,100 locations in the south-
ern Grand Rapids area were included in the GigaZone.

“We continue to make great progress on upgrading
our network to incorporate even more member loca-
tions into the GigaZone. It’s exciting, particularly for
those who are included this year, and we will contin-
ue to do as much as we can to bring the GigaZone to
all our members and communities we serve as fast as
we can.” said Gary Johnson, Paul Bunyan Communica-
tions CEO/General Manager.

The GigaZone is currently available to over 13,600 lo-
cations including all of the cooperative’s service area
of rural Park Rapids, Lake George, Trout Lake Town-
ship east of Grand Rapids, most of Grand Rapids, and
areas of Bemidji.

Paul Bunyan Communications recently mailed out
information to the new locations in the Grand Rapids
area that are now in the GigaZone and the coopera-
tive has an online map available showing the active
areas of the GigaZone as well as those areas that will
be constructed/upgraded during the remainder of
2015.

Many are wondering when the GigaZone will reach
their location. The online map of the active areas
and plans for this year is a great resource for those
interested.

TO FIND OUT WHEN THE GIGAZONE IS COMING

TO YOU, CHECK OUR NEW INTERACTIVE MAP:

PAULBUNYAN.NET/GIGAZONE/MAP




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


